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Arizona Youth Survey (AYS) 

• The Arizona Youth Survey (AYS), mandated by A.R.S. §41-2416, is a biennial survey of  8th, 10th, and 12th grade students in 
all 15 counties in Arizona.  

• The survey asks youth about their experiences with topics such as substance use, school safety, bullying, gang activity, and 
other problematic behaviors, as well as the risk and protective factors that influence the prevalence of  these behaviors.  

• The AYS is grounded in empirically driven and research-based theories of  youth development, and provides a wealth of  
information that is used to improve the circumstances in which all Arizona youth live and learn.  

• For years, the AYS has been utilized by a number of  coalitions, non-profit agencies, government agencies, Regional 
Behavioral Health Authorities (RBHA), local school districts, and state universities in order to:  

• Identify the nature and extent of  various problem behaviors; 

• Assess the performance of  prevention and intervention efforts; 

• Guide program and policy decisions that affect prevention and intervention efforts; 

• Design and implement a new program and/or policy; and 

• Apply for competitive funding opportunities to solve a variety of  problem behaviors. 



Design of  the Survey 
• The AYS is administered by teachers or other administrators in each school.   Staff  at the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission 

(ACJC) have designed a quick, easy survey process for all schools involved. 

• Important facts to note: 

• The survey is anonymous.  No student-identifying information is collected for the survey.  

• Student participation is completely voluntary.  Not only are parents/guardians able to decline approval for their student(s) to 
participate in the survey, but students are also given the ability to opt-out of  completing the survey at any time in the process. 

• Participation in the AYS is completely free for schools.  The ACJC provides all materials needed to distribute and return surveys for 
analysis. 

• The survey is available through online or paper-pencil formats, and takes about 45 minutes to complete. 

• Schools select the specific day in which the survey will be administered to their students. 

• In recognition of  the valuable information provided by the AYS, the legislature has exempted it from state requirements mandating the 
use of  active parental consent forms.  Thus, the AYS uses passive parental consent forms which allow a parent to opt their student 
out of  participating in the survey. 



What kinds of  questions are asked? 
• The survey covers a variety of  topics including: 

• Substance Use 

• Gang Involvement 

• Problematic Behaviors (Impaired Driving, Gambling, etc.) 

• School Experiences and Interactions 

• Bullying 

• Family / Household Interactions 

• Goal-Setting and Future Orientation 

• Risk and Protective Factors (RPFs) 

• Other Contextual Factors 



AYS Data Highlights 



2018 Arizona Youth Survey 
 

48,708 students from 245 schools across Arizona 

All 15 counties represented 

AYS NCES 

Gender 

Male 50% 51% 

Female 50% 49% 

Race/Ethnicity 

American 
Indian 

3.4% 4.6% 

Asian/Pacific 
Islander 

3.1% 3.1% 

Black  4.8% 5.6% 

Hispanic 46.6% 44.0% 

Multi-Racial 4.6% 2.1% 

White 37.6% 40.6% 

2016 AYS: 57,170 students from 249 schools 
 

2014 AYS: 48,244 students from 243 schools 



Any Substance Use 
30 Day and Lifetime 
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2018 County Use Compared to Statewide 
Average 

• 30 Day Use • Lifetime Use 
Higher than Statewide 
Average 
 
Lower than Statewide 
Average 



2018 Past 30 Day Use 
By Substance 
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2018 Lifetime Use 
By Substance 
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2018 Top Substances 
Counties Compared to Statewide Average 



Cigarette Use – Counties Compared to Statewide, 2018 

Past 30 Day Use  Lifetime Use 
Higher than Statewide 
Average 
 
Lower than Statewide 
Average 



E-Cigarette Use – Counties Compared to Statewide, 2018 

Past 30 Day Lifetime 
Higher than Statewide 
Average 
 
Lower than Statewide 
Average 



Marijuana Use – Counties Compared to Statewide, 2018 

Past 30 Day Lifetime 
Higher than Statewide 
Average 
 
Lower than Statewide 
Average 



Marijuana Concentrate Use – Counties Compared to Statewide, 2018 
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Where Substances are Obtained 
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68.8% increase 46.4% increase 
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Reasons for Using Substances 
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Difference in 2016 vs 2018 Question Wording 

2016 Instrument 2018 Instrument 



Reasons for Not Using Substances 
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Perceived Risk of  Substance Use 
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Delinquency and Problem Behaviors 
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Key Findings 

• Overall use of  substances is up, including both 30 day and lifetime 
• This is largely being driven by increases in e-cigarette and marijuana use 

• Use of  all other substances is down 

• Students report perceiving marijuana to be the least risky of  all ATODs  
• Dangerous driving behaviors are down 
• There is still work to be done at the county level, especially in regards to 

cigarette and prescription pain reliever use 
 
 



How Can I Access AYS Data? 









Thank you! 

• For more information on the Arizona Youth Survey, please contact: 
 
 
 
 

Or AYS@azcjc.gov 
http://azcjc.gov/content/arizona-youth-survey 

Catie Clark, PhD 
Director, Statistical Analysis Center  
Arizona Criminal Justice Commission 
1110 W. Washington, Suite 230, Phoenix, AZ 85007 
O (602) 364-1158 | C (602) 350-6002 | F (602) 364-1175 
www.azcjc.gov  

 Our mission is to continuously address, improve, sustain and enhance public safety in the State of Arizona through the 
coordination, cohesiveness, and effectiveness of the Criminal Justice System 

http://azcjc.gov/content/arizona-youth-survey
http://www.azcjc.gov/

	PC Package 1.9.19
	PC Presentation 1.9.19
	Anni Name
	Anni Conflict of Interest Training.Parents Commission
	Catie Name
	Slide Number 1


	2018 AYS Presentation (1)
	Arizona Criminal Justice Commission
	The Arizona Youth Survey (AYS)
	Arizona Youth Survey (AYS)
	Design of the Survey
	What kinds of questions are asked?
	AYS Data Highlights
	2018 Arizona Youth Survey
	Any Substance Use
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	2018 County Use Compared to Statewide Average
	2018 Past 30 Day Use
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	2018 Lifetime Use
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	2018 Top Substances
	Cigarette Use – Counties Compared to Statewide, 2018
	E-Cigarette Use – Counties Compared to Statewide, 2018
	Marijuana Use – Counties Compared to Statewide, 2018
	Marijuana Concentrate Use – Counties Compared to Statewide, 2018
	Prescription Pain Reliever Use – Counties Compared to Statewide, 2018
	Where Substances are Obtained
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Reasons for Using Substances
	Slide Number 32
	Difference in 2016 vs 2018 Question Wording
	Reasons for Not Using Substances
	Slide Number 35
	Perceived Risk of Substance Use
	Slide Number 37
	Delinquency and Problem Behaviors
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Key Findings
	How Can I Access AYS Data?
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Thank you!




