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About the Arizona Youth Survey

The Arizona Criminal Justice Commission, in partnership with Arizona State University, 

administers the Arizona Youth Survey every even year. (A.R.S.§41-2416)

⚫ Arizona’s leading tool to assess the frequency of problematic behaviors and their corelates in 

our youth. The AYS focuses on the following:

- Substance Use    - Gang Involvement

- Risky Behaviors    - Risk and Protective Factors

⚫ 2022 implementation had a Total of 51,448 8th, 10th & 12th grade students from 301 schools 

participate across all 15 counties

⚫ The survey is: 

         - Anonymous  - Voluntary  - Free for schools  - Online

      - Based on nationally recognized survey methodology

⚫ Schools or Districts decide to take the AYS – parental notification is provided and passive 

parental consent forms are provided in accordance with state law

⚫ The AYS is the nation’s largest, longest-running survey of youth



Arizona Youth Survey Instrument

⚫ Substance Use (30-Day/Lifetime)

⚫ Risk and Protective Factors (Communities That Care)

⚫ Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)

⚫ Positive Childhood Experiences (PCEs)

⚫ Exposure to Bullying/Violence in School

⚫ Impaired Driving/Texting or Talking while Driving



Youth Substance Use – Key Points

Overall trends in substance use continue to go 
down!!!!

Most commonly Abused Substances (Grade 12, past 30 days)

1. Alcohol – 22.6%
2. Marijuana – 17.5%
3. E-cigarettes – 14.8%
4. Marijuana Concentrates – 13.6%
 *If you look at lifetime use, marijuana concentrates jumps to #3



Youth Substance Use – Key Points

Where Youth are Getting substances – this continues to be dominated by friends and family as the 
primary sources for obtaining alcohol, marijuana, and prescription drugs

Most Common Reasons for Using Alcohol and Drugs:
1. To have fun – 42.5%
2. To get high or feel good – 35.9%
3. To deal with stress from my school – 35%
4. To deal with stress from my parents and family – 30.2%
5. I was feeling sad or down – 30.1%
6. To deal with stress from my peers or friends – 22.6%

Most Common Reasons for Not Using Alcohol and Drugs:
1. Not interested in drugs – 87%
2. Parents would be disappointed – 70.7%
3. It can harm my body – 69.8%
4. Illegal and I could get arrested – 55.9%
5. Parents would take away privileges – 54.5%
6. Other adults would be disappointed – 49.6%

These measures of risk and protective factors are where the AYS is really valuable to schools and 
substance abuse coalitions → it tells you where to focus your resources and efforts to produce change



Benefits of the Survey

⚫ Participating schools & districts receive customized reports

⚫ Community-level data available (Data Visualization Center)

⚫ Supports funding efforts for stakeholders

⚫ Assists in driving local decision-making and programming

⚫ Compliment Social Determinants of Health



ACJC Data Visualization Center – www.azcjc.gov/data

http://www.azcjc.gov/data


How Do Our Schools Participate?

⚫ Contact your community school partners

⚫ Identify the targeted benefits the data provide to the community

⚫ Contact the team at ACJC and ASU

⚫ The team is strategically positioned to engage with your community 

partners to maximize participation

IF YOU DO NOT PARTICIPATE, YOU WILL NOT KNOW!



Contact Us

⚫ Andrew T. LeFevre, Executive Director

 Arizona Criminal Justice Commission

 alefevre@azcjc.gov 

⚫ Matt Bileski, Program Manager

 Data Integration, Analytics & Optimization

 Arizona Criminal Justice Commission

 mbileski@azcjc.gov 

⚫ Dustin Pardini, Ph.D

 Professor of Criminology & Criminal Justice

 Professor, Program in Psychology and Law

 Director of Research Administration, Arizona Youth Survey

 Arizona State University

 Dustin.Pardini@asu.edu 

mailto:alefevre@azcjc.gov
mailto:mbileski@azcjc.gov
mailto:Dustin.Pardini@asu.edu
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Arizona Parents Commission on Drug Education & Prevention
January 17, 2024
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Virtual Meeting Link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87158813566
Webinar ID: 871 5881 3566

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87158813566
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